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1 . ^ This communication is responsive to amendment filed on 1/26/2006 . 

2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are 1.4-8. 11.14-18 and 29-40. renumbered as 1-24 . 

3. D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's Amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 C.F.R. 1.312. To 
ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of 
the Issue Fee. 

Authorization for the examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with Mr. Karl 
Kenna, reg. no. 45445, on February 15, 2006. 

2. In the claims: please amend claims 1,11 and 3 1 to the following: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A workflow integration system that allows for sharing of 
workflow information among a plurality of collaboration participants, comprising: 

a plurality of collaboration participants; 
a workflow server on each collaboration participant, and having stored thereon a 
participant workflow that specifies process information for a project that is local to that 
collaboration participant, wherein a project is a group of related tasks; and 

a collaboration server having stored thereon an enterprise workflow that defines 
combined process information for the participant workflows, and that includes tasks to be 
executed across the plurality of collaboration participants to achieve a combined result, 
said collaboration server further comprising 
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a conversation initiation logic that initiates a conversation among the 
collaboration participants, wherein said conversation includes a collective set of 
messages exchanged accordinq to an extensible protocol, wherein said extensible 
protocol allows a collaboration participant to specify both a routing information and a 
business protocol, and wherein the routing information is specified by a collaboration 
participant in a header of the extensible protocol; and 

an integration logic that allows one of said participant workflows to interact with 
and affect another participant workflow by sending messages between collaboration 
participants via the conversation on the collaboration server and in accordance with the 
enterprise workflow , wherein each participant may choose to use any of a plurality of 
business protocols that are supported by the system for conversation . 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method for integrating workflows comprising the steps of: 
storing an enterprise workflow on a collaboration server, wherein said enterprise 
workflow includes process information for a plurality of participant workflows, and 
wherein said enterprise workflow includes a group of tasks executed by the collaboration 
server across the plurality of collaboration participants, to achieve a combined result; 

storing a participant workflow on each collaboration participant server, wherein 
said participant workflow specifies process information for a project local to that 
collaboration participant, wherein a project is a group of related tasks; 

initiating a conversation among the collaboration participants, wherein said 
conversation includes a collective set of messages exchanged according to an extensible 
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protocol, wherein said extensible protocol allows a collaboration participant to specify 
both a routing information and a business protocol, and wherein the routing information 
is specified by a collaboration participant in a header of the extensible protocol; and 

providing an integration logic that allows one of said participant workflows to 
interact with and affect another participant workflow by sending messages between 
collaboration participants via the conversation on the collaboration server and in 
accordance with the enterprise workflow , wherein each participant may choose to use any 
of a plurality of business protocols that are supported by the system for conversation . 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) Aworkflow integration system that allows for sharing of 
workflow information among a plurality of collaboration participants, comprising: 
a plurality of collaboration participants; 

a workflow server on each collaboration participant, and having stored thereon a 
participant workflow that specifies process information for a project local to that 
collaboration participant; 

a collaboration server having stored thereon an enterprise workflow that defines 
combined process information for the participant workflows, said collaboration server 
further comprising 

a collaboration space that stores a conversation among the collaboration 
participants, wherein said conversation includes a collective set of messages exchanged 
according to an extensible protocol, wherein said extensible protocol allows a 
collaboration participant to specify both a routing information and a business protocol, 
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and wherein the routing information is specified by a collaboration participant in a header 
of the extensible protocol; 

a plurality of business protocol handlers, each of which are configured to use a 
different business protocol; 

a transport that accepts messages from the collaboration participants using any of 
the different business protocols, identifies the business protocol being used, and invokes 
one or more of said plurality of business protocol handlers; and 

wherein one of said participant workflows can interact with and affect another 
participant workflow by sending messages between collaboration participants via the 
conversation on the collaboration server using any of the plurality of business protocols 
su pported by the system . 

3 . In the Specification: 

(i) On page 1, line 27, insert after "Application" - No. 09/788150 --; 

(ii) On page 2, line 1, insert after "Application" - No. 09/785687 --; 

(iii) On page 2, line 5, insert after "Application" - No. 09/785872 --; and 

(iv) On page 2, line 9, insert after "Application" - No. 09/785693 --. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wen-Tai Lin whose telephone number is (571)272-3969. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:00-5:00) . 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Follansbee can be reached on (571)272-3964. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are as follows: 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



(571)273-8300 for official communications; and 



(571)273-3969 for status inquires draft communication. 



February 15, 2006 



Wen-Tai Lin 




